The Haunted Trail – The War of the Dublin Woods: Synopsis
Lying with broken legs, punctured lungs, and a bullet in his thigh, Mick Patrican regrets taking the advice of the spirit of the decapitated clown, Herman McRandle, to escape on a boat down the Dublin River. Having just plunged over a waterfall, he is about to be caught by a mob of murderous lunatics led by Scott McArthur, who has just directed the murders of Mick’s brothers, Henry and Wayne.
It is late on the night of Halloween, 1892, and the three Patrican brothers, in search of fish, have run afoul of a curse that was laid on the Dublin Woods two thousand years ago during the course of a war between Egyptians led by a quartet of blue-skinned aliens in search of a magical four-leaf clover and the Irish. Now at the height of its powers on Halloween, the evil mummy that presides over the curse on the Woods seeks the Irish four-leaf clover that is a match to the one embedded in its black heart. Guided by the ghost of his brother Henry, Mick drags himself into a cave in which the second four-leaf clover is hidden.
Unable to find Mick and aware that the Dublin authorities will soon be flooding the Woods in search of the murderers of the numerous victims of that day’s various atrocities, Scott McArthur flees to his house. There, he is killed by his wife Wendy, who has learned that her demented husband earlier in the day killed their son, Billy. She flees with their daughter Mary.
At the Dublin Mental Institution, Officer Jones dispatches a group of officers into the Woods in search of missing Warden Roberts and asylum inmate Walter McFrancis. Unbeknownst to any of the officers, the missing men are already dead, just two among the many murders that have been committed in the Dublin Woods and on Dublin Mountain as the former mental patients, under the spell of the evil mummy and the curse of the ancient Egyptian–Irish war, run amuck. On this Halloween night, only the benign ghost of Irish General Butch McPherson stands between the mummy and its goal of joining the clover in its heart with the hidden Irish clover, which can generate great power for healing or destruction.
Throughout the night, Officer Jones dispatches all of the Mental Institution’s guards into the Woods, where many will be killed by the mummy. All of the murderous lunatics, however, flee the Woods to hide in an abandoned orphanage in Dublin. Alerted by the arrival of local pub owner Christopher Flanagan, whose son Robert is missing, and Wendy McArthur, the Dublin police arrive on the scene in force, discovering numerous bodies. Driven insane by the appearance of another ghost in the Mental Institution graveyard, Officer Jones kills one of the inmates and then commits suicide.

In the cave, the spirit of Herman McRandle appears to Mick in a dream and tells him that he has twenty minutes to destroy the Ghost of Cornelius before midnight and end the curse on the Dublin Woods. Aided by the ghosts of his brothers and Dublin police officer Kilgore, Mick drags himself to the gravesite of the mummy, which he defeats. He manages to unite the two clovers before midnight, magically restoring his own health and defeating the curse. The Dublin police arrest all the murderers hiding in the abandoned orphanage.
At the age of sixty-five, Mick Patrican dies peacefully after telling his grandson the story of the Halloween night that ended a curse of two thousand years upon the Dublin Woods.
