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Letter from the CEO 

Dear Friends and Supporters,  

With each passing year, we continue to feel the devastating  impacts of a warming and 
changing climate – from extreme weather and deadly heat from fossil fuel pollution. These 
effects are not only impacting our present, but they are shaping our future – and more 
importantly – the future of our children.  

Since 2010, The CLEO Institute has been working side-by-side with communities to build 
climate literacy, build resiliency, and mobilize action. Now, as world leaders are preparing to 
assemble for the United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP30) in November, we ask 
you to join us in calling on nation delegates to take bold action on climate change now. 
Half-measures won’t cut it. 

The ask is simple. Sign the Icarus Petition today and ask your friends, partners, colleagues and 
family to join you in adding their voices.  

Why Icarus you might ask? In Greek mythology, Icarus flew too close to the sun—driven by 
ambition, deaf to warnings, and doomed by hubris. Similarly, the decisions and actions our 
leaders take today to address climate change will determine whether we learn from this 
cautionary tale or risk repeating Icarus’ fate.  

Imagine if Icarus was one of the 385,000 babies born every day. In a new video, we reimagine 
his story and how a changing climate could shape his life. The message is clear: take bold 
action, our children’s future depends on it. Later is too late! 

After you sign the petition, I invite you to use this toolkit to spread the word and encourage 
others to join the call. The countdown is underway. Our story isn’t over – but we must act now. 
Delaying just continues to steal our children’s future. 

Sincerely, 

Yoca Arditi-Rocha  

Mom & Chief Executive Officer, The CLEO Institute 

 

 



 

Fact Sheet 

What is the Icarus Petition? 

The Icarus Petition is a call for bold, meaningful climate action ahead of the United Nations 
Climate Change Conference (COP30) in Brazil. For years, The CLEO Institute has sought for 
the COPs to deliver progress, but they have continued to fall short – inciting minimal changes 
and failing to meet bold commitments with speed and scale.  

The U.S. provides nearly $35 billion a year in subsidies to fossil-fuel companies – we can’t 
meaningfully tackle the climate emergency while taxpayers subsidize the industry that profits 
from it. This year’s COP30 is a pivotal moment and opportunity to change our trajectory and 
protect our future. The Icarus Petition is an opportunity to have our voices represented at 
COP30 and call on leaders to stop funding pollution and start funding their tomorrow. 

In the Icarus Petition, we  are calling on the COP30 President André Corrêa do Lago, UN 
Secretary General António Guterres, world leaders and nation delegates to ensure this year’s 
negotiations lead to: 

●​ Cutting planet-warming pollution/emissions: Implement an enforceable plan that cuts 
global emissions and scales solutions to reduce our dependency on fossil fuels.  

●​ A global call to dismantle oil subsidies: Stop financing and incentivizing global-warming 
pollution from fossil fuel development 

●​ Ending special interest lobbying: Ensure voices of those impacted most by our decisions 
are at the negotiating table, not billion-dollar corporations. 

Why Icarus? 

In myth, Icarus flew too close to the sun—driven by ambition, deaf to warnings, and doomed by 
hubris. 

As the consequences of climate change continue to be felt around the globe, affecting 
vulnerable communities and ecosystems, the choices made today will determine whether we 
learn from the cautionary tale of Icarus—responding with wisdom and foresight—or risk 
repeating his fate. Delaying, deflecting and doing too little puts our children’s future at risk. 

How can I get involved? 

This year’s United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP30) may be our best chance to 
change course. Join The CLEO Institute in standing with youth, scientists, and communities on 
the frontlines of the climate crisis. Unlike Icarus, our story isn’t over, but bold action can’t wait. 

I.​ Sign the Icarus Petition: Add your name to the Icarus Petition to demand world leaders 
to take bold climate action at COP30 in Brazil. 

 

http://act4icarus.org


 

II.​ Share the petition: Encourage your network to sign and share the petition via social 
media, newsletters, meetings and more!  

III.​ Contribute your art: Post your original artwork on Instagram or TikTok conveying your 
own experiences with climate change for the We Are Icarus Art Contest 

IV.​ Encourage conversation: Schedule a 30-minute “Our Present, Icarus’ Future” 
conversation to gather employees and partners to brainstorm actions you want to see 
global and local leaders take right now to build a more resilient future for ourselves and 
the next generation. Tag the CLEO Institute in photos from your conversations. 
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Shareable Social Media Content 
Mix and match these captions and digital assets to motivate your followers to sign the Icarus 
Petition.   

Caption 1: 
Push world leaders to cut planet-warming pollution now! Join us, and @CLEOInstitute, to let 
world leaders at COP30 know we want bold actions to cut emissions, stop fossil fuel subsidies 
and special interest lobbying threatening our homes, health, and livelihoods. #WeAreIcarus 
Act4Icarus.org 
 
Caption 2: 
Climate change is devastating our children’s future. Sign the petition with @CLEOInstitute to let 
world leaders know you want bold action against planet-warming fossil fuels at COP30. 
#WeAreIcarus Act4Icarus.org 
 
Caption 3: 
Our children shouldn’t inherit our climate debt. Stop public money from funding pollution and 
fossil fuel subsidies. Make your voice heard with the @CLEOInstitute Icarus Petition. 
#WeAreIcarus Act4Icarus.org 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Newsletter Blurb (organizations): 

Insert this blurb into your organization’s next newsletter to spread the word about the urgent 
action needed at COP30 and encourage members to sign and share the Icarus Petition.  

Our friends at The CLEO Institute, a women-led nonprofit, nonpartisan organization exclusively 
dedicated to climate education, advocacy, and engagement, have launched the Icarus Petition – 
a powerful statement of demands to world leaders attending this year’s United Nations Climate 
Change Conference (COP30). Their message to our leaders: stop public money from funding 
pollution and take bold action, our children’s future depends on it. 

In myth, Icarus flew too close to the sun—driven by ambition, deaf to warnings, and doomed by 
hubris. The decisions and action our leaders take today to address climate change will 
determine whether we learn from this cautionary tale or risk repeating Icarus’ fate. 

The countdown to COP30 is underway. Our story isn’t over – but we must act now. Sign the 
petition and add your voice to calls for a safer, healthier present and future.  

Act4Icarus.org  

 

http://act4icarus.org

	The Icarus Petition Action Toolkit 
	 
	Letter from the CEO 
	Fact Sheet 
	Newsletter Blurb (organizations): 


