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25th MEF International Research Projects Contest Inaugurates in Istanbul, Turkey  
In collaboration with MEF Schools and MEF University, the “25th International Research Projects Contest” commenced on May 10, 2016, in Istanbul, Turkey. Prof. Mehmet Toner, Harvard & MIT teaching fellow, attended the ceremony and encouraged 169 talented high school students from 21 different countries including Turkey for the science marathon, which will last three days under the close scrutiny of the public and the members of the jury.
10.05.2016, İstanbul; “International Research Projects Contest,” implemented in 1991 by the MEF Educational Institutions with the intent of supporting high school students all over the world eager to develop scientific solutions to current problems, marks its 25th year. Leaving behind a quarter century this year, the contest had its opening ceremony on Tuesday May 10, 2016, in Istanbul, Turkey, where Harvard & MIT teaching fellow Prof. Mehmet Toner gave an eloquent speech. 

579 Project submissions by 27 countries were made to the contest, and 169 students passed the preselection to be found to qualify for the final round. After the opening ceremony, the students took their places next to their exhibition stands, where they will be presenting their projects for the next three days. Halil Unlu, Arikanli Holding General Coordinator; Prof. Muhammed Sahin, MEF University Chancellor and Azmi Ozkardes, MEF Schools General Manager joined Prof. Mehmet Toner as they visited the exhibition stands and learned more from the students about their projects. 
The contest, which has provided many winning projects with the opportunity to be implemented in the Turkish industry, has also helped the winners to win scholarships from some of the leading universities of the world in the past years. 
This year’s contest features projects in areas such as energy, technology, environment, health, food, automotive, marine, construction and transportation. 
This year’s projects, including but not limited to the development of nano-material to counteract the signs of aging; ways of treating Alzheimer’s disease and lung cancer; robots that detect gas leakage where there is explosive charge; ways to use recycled tires for industrial materials in buildings; detection of location within mines through flight time; and the use of corn cobs to refine the vegetable oils and engine oils polluting natural water sources, all developed by high school students both from Azerbaijan, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Georgia, Iraq, Kirghizstan, Kosovo, Macedonia, Malaysia, Mexico, Montenegro, the Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Slovenia, Sweden, Turkey, Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and Ukraine offer a promising future for the world’s scientific research milieu.
The award ceremony ending the “25th International Research Projects Contest” will take place on Friday May 13, 2016 at MEF Schools Ulus Campus in Istanbul, Turkey. First place, second place, third place, and encouragement awards will be given in three different categories to the winning students and their teachers along with a monetary award. All participating students, their teachers and their school principals will be awarded with certificates of achievement and plates. 
A NOTE TO THE EDITOR:

A list of some of the achievements gained abroad by the past participants:

The greatest award in the “MEF International Research Projects Contest” is to have one’s project implemented in the industry. 

Some of the winning projects have had this opportunity in the past in areas such as construction, chemistry, textile, automotive and food.  

Some of these projects are as follows: 

· “Sagra,” one of the leading hazelnut processing institutions, implemented “Zero Wastage Nut Cracking with Air Pressure” 
· Arıkanlı Holding implemented “Production of Earthquake-Resistant Bricks made from Seydişehir Aluminum Factory wastes” 

· Gaziantep State Nut Farm implemented “Early and productive fruit-yielding of Nut trees.”

The past participants have also had some other significant achievements.

· The project that took the first place in physics in 1995 also won the first place in “First Step to Nobel Prize Contest.” The winner was also given scholarship from the FIT: Florida Technical University. 
· The project that took the second place in biology during the 18th Research Projects Contest also won the Coalition for Plasma Science (CPS) special award in Intel - Isef International Science and Engineer Fair. The winner was also given scholarship from the MIT.
· The project that took the first place in physics during the 19th Research Projects Contest also took the third place in ISEF’s grand prize category, the first place in I-Sweep’s energy category, and won the gold medal in 4th Inepo Eurasia held in Azerbaijan. 
· The project that took the second place in physics during the 19th Research Projects Contest also took the second place worldwide in software development contest organized by E-Biko. 

· The project that was given the jury’s special award in physics during the 21st Research Projects Contest also won the “Most Original Project Award” of the European Patent Office in the 24th European Union Contest for Young Scientists (EUCYS).
During these 25 years, a total number of 20.148 students from Turkey have submitted their projects, among which were the 1.731 projects qualified to be presented. 3.819 Students and 2.230 teachers were hosted as MEF Educational Institutions’ guests. 
Research Projects Contests also draw great international interest. 1177 Students from 54 countries, including but not limited to the USA; Germany; Austria; Switzerland; Latvia; the Netherlands; Bulgaria; Romania; Israel; Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus; Russia; Azerbaijan; Italy; Belgium; Thailand; Sweden; Lithuania; Dubai; Canada; Africa; China; Poland; Spain; the Philippines; and Mexico, have participated with 667 projects. This year’s contest is host to 22 projects, chosen amongst 103 submitted, from 58 countries. 
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